Election Policies and Procedures

I.
General Information

A.  In general, all elections (nominations and balloting) will be held electronically.  Nominations will only be accepted through the official web form or from the floor of a Local Delegate Assembly meeting held during open nominations.  People wishing to be nominated that are unable to complete the electronic form may contact the APSCUF office or a member of the elections committee for assistance.

B. Vote totals will not be released in general announcements, but will be provided to any faculty member upon request.  General announcements will list those candidates that have been successful in the election.  

C.  Any candidate has the right to be present when votes are tallied.  However, the candidates must make the APSCUF Nominations and Elections Committee (henceforth the Elections Committee) aware that they wish to exercise that right before the end of the election.  

D. Any candidate may request a recount of the votes and has the right to inspect ballots or the appropriate electronic data files unless such access would violate the confidentiality of a voter or endanger the security of the ballots.

II.
APSCUF Campus-wide Elections

 The Elections Committee will solicit nominations and run elections for all campus-wide APSCUF positions.

III.  
APSCUF affiliated elections.

A.  The Elections Committee will solicit nominations and run regular elections for TeP, SEL, EPT, and CAPC.

B.  The Elections Committee will observe as best it can the rules and procedures of each affiliated group.  However, it is the responsibility of each affiliated group to keep the Elections Committee informed about changes in rules or procedures.  The Elections Committee will not honor changes in rules or procedures that violate the CBA, local policy, or group by-laws.  Each affiliated group will also be responsible to inform the Elections Committee of expected vacancies and should forward timelines for nominations and balloting.  

C.  Normally, one round of nominations and balloting will be held in the spring for each affiliated group.  The Elections Committee will announce the opening of nominations for all regular spring elections via e-mail through the "All Faculty" mailing list provided this list is available to APSCUF.  In addition, information on open nominations will be available on the Elections Committee website.  

D.  If vacancies remain after the regular spring election, the Elections Committee will either reopen nominations in the spring (time permitting) or in the first month of the following fall semester.  

E.  If vacancies remain after the second nomination period, or if an unexpected vacancy occurs, the affiliated group should notify the Elections Committee if it wishes to have nominations reopened or to leave the seat vacant.  The Elections Committee will try to honor the request of the affiliated group, but may proceed differently at its discretion.  In particular, the Elections Committee may request that the affiliated group provide names of potential nominees prior to reopening nominations.  Notice should include a complete description of the vacant seat including the term of the seat and when the seat went vacant.  In all cases, the Elections Committee will conduct elections in accordance with the election procedures outlined here.  If nominations are reopened, the affiliated group should assist by preparing a statement to announce the opening of nominations and by encouraging faculty to nominate themselves for the position.

IV. APSCUF Assisted Elections.  

A. APSCUF will assist other campus groups with elections as requested subject to the availability of APSCUF to run the election and approval of the executive council of local APSCUF.  These will be considered APSCUF assisted elections.  

B. APSCUF agreement to assist in an election is made on a case by case basis with no continuing commitment implied.  

C. In an APSCUF assisted election, the actions of the Elections Committee will be restricted to activating an online nomination form, sending ballots, and providing the group the vote count from the election.    The members of the Elections Committee will not accept nominations for APSCUF assisted elections through any means other than the official nomination form. If the assisted group wishes to accept nominations through other means than the official web form, then they must take responsibility for putting the names into nomination using the official form.

D. The assisted group must provide APSCUF with a complete list of rules for each election and a timeline for the nomination period and balloting period.  The assisted group will also be responsible for all announcements and coordinating with the Elections Committee.  APSCUF will not be held responsible by individuals or groups for any issues related to the election.  

E. The Elections Committee reserves the right to withdraw its assistance at any time prior to sending ballots.  

V. Technical Problems

A. In the event of a technical problem involving the server or the software, the Elections Committee will act to remedy the problem in a manner that it determines will best protect the integrity of the nomination and balloting process.  Resolution of technical problems may include extending the time for balloting and nominating.

B. If technical difficulties interrupt an election, the following guidelines will generally be followed:

  a.  If the interruption is during the nomination period and persists past the close of nominations, the nomination period will be extended until 5PM of the first business day following the day the interruption is corrected.

  b.  If the interruption occurs during the balloting period and persists past the close of balloting, balloting will be extended until 5PM of the first business day following the day the interruption is corrected.

  c.  Otherwise, nomination and balloting periods will remain as announced.

VI. Timelines

In all cases, the Elections Committee will try to maintain published timelines for all elections.  However, all timelines are considered tentative and may be changed at the discretion of the Elections Committee.  The Elections Committee will not alter timelines in any way that violates the APSCUF By-laws or the by-laws of APSCUF affiliated groups.

 

 

